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President’s Column 

 
IABC Conference in Yogyakarta 
We’ve combined the November and December edition of 
AIBCnews to ensure coverage of the IABC Joint 
Conference at the Hyatt Regency Yogyakarta from 22 – 
24 November 2009. The conference was attended by 
over 100 delegates. I represented the AIBC along with 
AIBC Executive Officer, Kirrilee Hughes, and 10 other 
AIBC members from across Australia. The theme of this 
year’s conference was ‘Creating our Destiny’ with 
sessions focusing on key themes for the future of the 
bilateral business-to-business relationship including the 
investment environment, trade, natural resources, SMEs, 
manpower, taxation, mediation and infrastructure.  
 
A special thanks must go to IABC President and 
Conference Convenor, S.D. Darmono; IABC Vice-
President and Conference Chairman, Peter Fanning; and 
IABC Executive Director, Vic Halim, as well as to Bapak  
Moetaryanto, for their tireless work in organising such a 
successful and informative event. 
 
Conference highlights included a session in which Gita I 
Wirjawan, the newly appointed Head of BKPM, and Dr 
Mahendra Siregar, Vice-Minister of Trade, both 
presented on the current investment climate, as well as 
excellent presentations made by AIBC members SC 
Campbell Bridge (AIBC NSW) and Ian Satchwell (AIBC 
WA) who presented on dispute resolution by mediation 
and the bilateral trading partnership respectively. The 
closing session of the conference featured Ambassadors 
to both countries as well as both IABC and AIBC 
Presidents.  
 
During this final session an announcement was made 
that AIBC will host the next joint conference in Australia 
in November 2010. As a result, we are now calling for 
nominations to the Conference Committee. I encourage 
any member who is interested to contact Ms Kirrilee 
Hughes on eo@aibc.com.au. Furthermore, if you require 
copies of any of the conference presentations, please 
contact Kirrilee who can email you this information. This 
information will also appear on our website in the New 
Year. 
 
The Year Ahead 
2009  has been a big year for AIBC. The year began with 

our involvement in the Australia Indonesia Conference and 
the Trade Ministers Meetings in Sydney in February, and 
since then we have held over 30 events across Australia. 
Highlights have included events hosted for Ministers Sri 
Mulyani and Mari Pangestu in Sydney and Melbourne, and 
an exclusive event for our National Corporate Members in 
Sydney. In April 2009, we appointed an Executive Officer, 
Kirrilee Hughes. Although our membership renewal levels 
have been disappointing, we have attracted a large number 
of new members to AIBC.  
 
I am pleased to advise that the AIBC has more exciting 
developments underway for 2010. As we draw close to an 
announcement about the proposed Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) between Australia and Indonesia, the AIBC has 
established an FTA Advisory Committee to coordinate the 
AIBC’s contribution to the FTA process.  The AIBC FTA 
Advisory Committee comprises a number of members from 
across Australia with AIBC WA Member Ian Satchwell as 
its Interim Convenor. Their work will be shared with you in 
future editions of AIBCnews.  
 
I thank those members who recently completed the 
Indonesia Perceptions Survey. I am pleased to advise that 
a record number of members participated in this year’s 
survey, which means that the final report will be more 
meaningful and more reflective of the bilateral economic 
relationship between Australia and Indonesia. The data is 
currently being compiled by AFG Venture Group, a long 
standing AIBC member, and we will be able to share the 
results with you in early 2010.  
 
I’m also happy to advise that we will deliver a refreshed 
website design by Christmas, with enhanced website 
functionality coming online in January and February 2010.  
As soon as the new homepage is operational, we will email 
members to let you know and to give you the opportunity to 
provide feedback. 
 
And we have an exciting program of events planned for 
2010, in which all AIBC members across Australia can 
participate. Along with a likely visit to Australia by President 
Yudhoyono in early 2010; the Trade Ministers Meeting in 
Indonesia; the Australian Indonesian Ministers Forum in 
Indonesia; a key event on the AIBC Calendar is the joint 
AIBC Conference in November.   
 
Membership and New Members 
I would like to welcome IAG (NSW) and KAB Seating 
(QLD) as Corporate Members as well as Rudy Purba 
(ACT), Gregory Bicknell (NT), HealthSmart WA and 
Langdate (WA) as Small Business / Individual  Members. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all AIBC 
members a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look 
forward to working with you all in 2010.  
 

 

Chris Barnes  
AIBC National President 
 




